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8 Thank you parents, teachers and volunteers...
The 2011-2012 school year will conclude with great success. We deeply appreciate all 
Whitmore Charter School parents, teachers and volunteers for their contributions in making 
WCSAT a wonderful place for learning not only for our kids, but for parents and school staff. 

I commend our wonderful staff and teachers for working so hard to provide our students with 
high expectations and a standards based education. We had another very successful STAR 
testing session. You made it possible for your child to perform to the best of their ability and 
showed your commitment to your child’s academic progress by making sure they were at 
school on time and prepared for the test. Our students are working very hard to raise our API 
score to our goal of 875. We greatly appreciate your support.

During this school year so many great things happened including; exciting Winter and Spring 
Performances, parent education classes, and assemblies for awards (history, theater and life 
skills). We enjoyed Life Skills pizza luncheons, Spirit Days, Book Fairs, Dance-A-Thon,  
Santa Breakfast, and a continued building of our school climate and spirit. Let’s not forget that 
our API, based on California State tests improved dramatically! Congratulations to all of you 
for this wonderful achievement! Cheers to another fantastic year and an amazing school!

I also want to recognize our PBC which consists of parents and teachers. They have provided 
many wonderful opportunities for students and families, including many of the ones listed 
above. We appreciate all of their hard work and efforts.

As we end the 2011 -2012 school year there are many events to look forward to during this 
last month of school, including; the staff vs. student softball game, assemblies, the Middle 
School Living Museum, 8th grade promotion ceremony, Middle School spring performance, 
dance recitals, and the Young Author’s/Artist’s Faire. To stay informed, please pay close atten-
tion to notes being sent home with your child. I have deeply appreciated the opportunity to be 
a part of your families’ lives and have enjoyed every minute I have spent with your children. 
I hope that you all have a wonderful summer and enjoy the precious time spent with your 
children!

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at (209) 556-1610 or you may email me at  
lchirrick@ceres.k12.ca.us. 

 
Lynnette Chirrick,         
Principal

Please see page 8 for new school 
volunteer requirements.
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Each month teachers are pleased to face the challenge to select just one student who exemplifies the traits of this 
year’s life skills. Please join the WCSAT staff in congratulating the following students for earning the recognition as a 
“Life Skills Student of the Month” for his/her class.

K-5 Life Skills Model Student Awards

March 2012 - Forgiveness 
-the act of forgiving -

 Grade  Teacher  Student  
 K  Mrs. Burnett  Larkin Meyer
 K  Mr. Stark  Ryder Lyon
 1  Mrs. Stitt  Matthew McCleskey
 1  Mrs. Tornquist  Jerry Porras 
 2  Mrs. Lewis  Mariah Palafox
 2  Mrs. Reyes  Bronson Burrow
 3  Mrs. Benitez  Akemi Not Help Him-Moeun
 3  Mrs. Crawford  Sadie Porras
 4  Ms. McNeal  Nicole Gray
 4  Mrs. Terrones  Madison Bevan
 5  Mrs. Aguiar  Jordan Rice    
 5 Mr. Sundy  John Bilyeu

April 2012 - Perserverance
-steady persistence in a course of action or purpose-

 Grade  Teacher  Student  
 K  Mrs. Burnett  Isaac Economou
 K  Mr. Stark  Caullen Murphy
 1  Mrs. Stitt  Mateo Lopez
 1  Mrs. Tornquist  Katelyn Keifer
 2  Mrs. Lewis  Maryn Curry
 2  Mrs. Reyes  Daniel Gonzalez
 3  Mrs. Benitez  Joshua Sanchez
 3  Mrs. Crawford  Serena Lopez
 4  Ms. McNeal  Isabella Curry
 4  Mrs. Terrones  Erika Preciado
 5  Mrs. Aguiar Camryn Silva
 5  Mr. Sundy  Chloe Espinoza
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BOX TOPS for Education  
Chairperson, Michelle Murphy

Send in your Box Tops each month to help your 
child’s school.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents! 

The more turned-in, the more money the school can 
earn!  Track Whitmore Charter Schools’ progress at http://
www.boxtops4education.com/progress/SchoolEarnings.
aspx?t=s.   

Over 2,000 products have Box Tops    
on their labels, visit the site for a     
complete list.  

Thank you ....WCSAT 
Families!

Earlier in the school year, a cyst was found on 
little Arya’s brain. Since her surgery, Arya’s re-
covery has progressed very well and she is now 
back to her active self. Thank you to all of the 
parents, teachers, students, PBC, JSO Construc-
tion, Joaquin Painting, Hogan Drywall, and 
Trinity Renovation for all of your generous dona-
tions. The Flores family was truly blessed by all 
of your support and prayers.

- Mrs. Tornquist/Carmen Rivas  Arya Flores, 1st grader 
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4th Grade Field Trip

Eureka!!!  Mrs. Terrones and Ms. McNeal’s fourth grade 
classes traveled though time to the 1850’s on their most re-
cent field trip to Columbia.  

Students toured the historic gold mining town, had lunch and 
Sasparilla at Jack Douglas Saloon, attended school in the old-
est two story brick school house in California, and demon-
strated their teamwork in a bucket brigade.  

This field trip was designed for students to be able to expe-
rience life as a 49er during California’s famous Gold Rush.  
Many students even attempted to master mining with a gold 
pan.  Unfortunately, no one struck it rich this time.  Oh well, 
maybe next year.

Above: Class rules of the 1850’s! 

Mrs. Terrones’s class in front of the historic schoolhouse.

 Tony leading the bucket brigade.
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At left: 
Historic 
stagecoach
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Life Skills Awards
  Work Ethic

-the consistency of actions, principals, honesty and        
truthfulness-

Ashley Doss, 8th grade

JoJo Cambosa, 8th grade

Taylor Starkweather, 7th grade

Katelynn Gapuz, 7th grade

Brandon Fletcher, 6th grade

Arjun Dulai, 6th grade

 Perseverance
-working and acting together in harmony-

Zach Zumstein, 8th grade

Brianna Joy, 8th grade

Karen Wu, 7th grade

Blanca Espinoza, 7th grade

Aryana Perillo, 6th grade

Nykolai Coconi, 6th grade

Common Sense
-an earnest attempt to achieve and accomplish a        

specified purpose -

Joey Walker, 8th grade

Caprice Toorrence, 8th grade

Eunice Gomez, 7th grade

David Ballum III, 7th grade

Andruw Mendes, 6th grade

Logan Kenworthy, 6th grade

Interact Club Update  
Whitmore Charter Middle-School Interact Club was awarded the prestigious 
Changemaker Award from Rotary on April 21st at the Rotary District Confer-
ence, at the Doubletree Hotel in Modesto.  We received the award for making a 
positive and significant change in the community and the world.  There are 34 
clubs in our District and only four clubs received this recognition.  Whitmore 
Charter Interact was the only Middle-School club.  

We are very proud!
Our final meeting will be a celebration lunch on May 22nd in Room 17.  

2012-2013 Interact Club Officers
President: Logan Kenworthy

Vice President: Angelica Duarte
Secretary: Aryana Perillo

Treasurer: Andruw Mendes
Historian: Jessilyn Gonzales

Photographers: Amrit Batth and Morgan Lewis

Interact meetings are on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month in Room 17.  
All Whitmore Charter Middle-School students are welcomed to attend.

Featured at right: 
attending the 
District Rotary 
Conference are 
Andruw Mendes, 
Amrit Bath, 
Kathie Knudsen, 
Angelica Duarte, 
Aryana Perillo, 
and Trinity Avila.

Middle School News
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Awards for organization, promptness and commit-
ment, as well as the Princicpal’s lifeskill award will 

be given on May 25th for 8th grade and the last day of 
school for 6th and 7th grade.  

Interactor of the Year 2011-2012 
50 years of Interact was celebrated on Sunday, May 
6, 2012 at Central Valley High School. 

One person from each Interact group was selected 
Interactor of the Year in a vote among their peers. 

Among the student members from the WCSAT 
Interact club with their family in attendance were 
Andruw, Logan, Angelica, Amy, and Trinity. 

What a special time it was when Interact Advisor, 
Mrs. Knudsen stepped forward with kind words 
as she congratulated their fellow member, Aryana 
when she received the award of Interactor of the 
Year, 2011-2012! Warmest thanks to all involved 
for the time and planning of this honorary event!!!

Aryana Perillo
Interactor of the Year!
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Middle School Events!

8th Grade 
• May 18th – Great America Physics Day 
 Field Trip 
 Depart 7:00 a.m.
	 Return	4:00-4:30	p.m.	(depending	on	traffic)	

•	May	22nd	–	U.C.	Merced	Field	Trip
 Depart 9:00 a.m.
	 Return	2:00	p.m.

•	May	22nd	–	Middle	School	SpringFest	
 Required attendance for all Drama, Dance   
 and Band students.  
	 Arrival	6:00	p.m.,	Show	begins	at	6:30	p.m.	
	 See	teachers	for	attire	requirements.

•	May	25th	–	8th	Grade	Awards	Ceremony	
	 12:35	p.m.	Multi-Purpose	Room
	 (Promotion	gowns	and	yearbooks	also	
	 distributed	at	this	time)	
	 All	families	welcome	to	attend.

6th and 7th Grade 
	•	May	15th	–	18th	–	6th	Grade	Outdoor			 	
		 Education	at	Foothill	Horizons	in	Sonora.			 	
		 Depart	Tuesday	May	15th	at	8	a.m.	
  Return Friday, May 18th at @ 3 p.m.

	•	May	22nd	–	Middle	School	SpringFest	–	
  Required attendance for all Drama, Dance   
  and Band students.  
		 Arrival	6:00	p.m.,	Show	begins	at	6:30	p.m.	
		 See	teachers	for	attire	requirements.

•	 May	31st	–	Last	day	of	school.		
	 Final	Life	Skills	and	Honor	Roll	assembly
	 (watch	the	Wednesday	folder	for	times).		
	 All	families	welcome	to	attend.

Digital Music
Middle school students have a new elec-

tive opportunity this year called Digital Music. Students 
work individually on the piano keyboard, learning how 
to play and read music. But the most exciting part of the 
class is recording and remixing. Students work in small 
groups recording and editing music. One of their first 
projects was to create an original remix using previously 
recorded songs. “I like the fact that we get to work with 
different software and record music,” says Raven Cara-
mella.   The students are having a lot of fun learning how 
to create music on the computer.  Aaron Martinez says, 
“Its fun to make music the way you want it.”  “It’s also fun 
to make your own mixes,” adds Abigail Bernal.

Middle School Students: Raven Caramella, Aaron Martinez, 
Abigail Bernal 

- Mr. Hunn

Mark you calendars for important upcoming events!

•	May	29th	–	Promotion	Rehearsal	
 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. - Multi-Purpose Room

•	May	29th	–	Promotion	Ceremony
	 Central	Valley	High	School.		
	 Graduates	need	to	arrive	promptly	by	5:30	p.m.,				
	 wearing	gowns.		
	 Ceremony	starts	at	6:00	p.m.



        The Paw Print   http://wcs.ceres.k12.ca.us/WCSAT                                       May 2012  Volume 5,  Issue 6

Drama 
- Mrs. Benge

It is hard to believe that the year is wrap-
ping up!  Planning for the next school 
year is well underway, we already have 
the K-5 musical for February, 2013.  We 
will presenting, Disney’s “Aladdin Kids”!  
Auditions will take place in Septem-
ber and we will teach the audition song 
in music class.  If you are curious, you 
can go to mtishows.com to listen to the 
songs.  There are some differences be-
tween the play and the movie, but all the 
wonderful songs are included.  The ver-
sion that we will be doing is about thirty 
minutes long.  This next show will have 
one cast, but there are several scenes that 

involve many actors.  The Drama II class 
in Whitmore Charter High School did 
“Aladdin, Jr.” as their first musical, so we 
are familiar with the show.  Something 
out of the ordinary will be that the car-
pet will be a puppet.  Students have al-
ready been shown the carpet and how 
it works in drama class.  The role of the 
two puppeteers will be an auditioned 
part.  They will have to audition with 
their own puppet, even if it is a sock!

We are so happy to have a very large 
project competed recently.  Our stage 
lights are now permanently hung on the 
ceiling, and all the lighting and sound 
wiring is in the ceiling.  No more trees to 
walk around, no more cords on the floor, 

no more worrying about the circuits!  
The Fine Arts Team is so grateful to Mrs. 
Chirrick and to the District for follow-
ing through with these improvements, 
and look forward to the chance to en-
hance our productions. We thank all the 
families that continue to support the arts 
at Whitmore in so many ways, the ben-
efit of the arts sets our Whitmore stu-
dents apart!  Have a wonderful summer!
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We also had some boards hanging with prompts 
so that we could hear from students and parents 

how they feel about the arts.  Here are a few 
examples:

 • It has given me a sense of accomplishment –  
  Jessilyn, 7th grade

 • It has given me happiness in my life.  – Paris,  
  6th grade

 • Art is fun.  -Wasu, Kindergarten

 • Creativity is our future. - Anonymous

 • I like art because we get to use imagination. -  
  Anonymous

 • Art makes me feel alive and brings a smile  
  to my face.  Art makes me feel like I’m my  
  own person and that my creativity is the best  
  there is.  – Siera, 6th grade

 • I love art! It lets you express your feelings. -  
  Aryana, 6th grade

 • I enjoy it because it is one of my favorite  
  things to do. – Malia, 4th grade

 • It really makes me feel happy when I draw.  – 
  Vivien, 3rd grade 

 • I enjoy art because it is the one aspect of my  
  life I am good at the most.  – Elijah, 8th grade 

 • It can express your feelings.  –Taleyna, 5th  
  grade

 • It describes me!  - Anonymous

Fine Arts Night was another huge 
success here at Whitmore Charter!  

Over 400 works of art, both digital 
and studio art, hung in our cafeteria 
turned art gallery.  The works were 
stunning and the visitors couldn’t 
have been more impressed or more 
proud of all the Whitmore artists. 

We developed some more interac-
tive pieces this year and we hope 
you were able to have your young 
artist show you how we use digital 
drawing tablets to work in Kid Pix 
and Photoshop. 

The art department brought in 
just about $2,000 for the evening 
which completely funds all the sup-
plies needed for next school year’s 
classes.  Thank you all for your 
support!  

Fine Arts - Mrs. Lloyd

Don’t forget to check out your child’s work and others at 
www.artsonia.com/WhitmoreCharter1.  

Also to keep up with all Fine Arts happenings, 
find us on Facebook. Search Whitmore Charter 
Fine Arts Department. 

All artwork will be returned to students in portfolios on 
May, 23rd.  Please be on the lookout for the portfolio 
full of work from the year.  

Vivian poses next to her digital art work.  

Kindergartener, Jorge, demonstrates how to use 
the digital drawing tablets.

Sarah and Stefanie enjoying some sparkling 
cider and conversation about art.



        The Paw Print   http://wcs.ceres.k12.ca.us/WCSAT                                       May 2012  Volume 5,  Issue 6

 The Pup Club 
  The place for Our Young WCSAT Artists

Here are some art favorites         
displayed by our WCSAT Wolves.

Thank you for supporting the Arts!!!

Artist: Elliott
Grade: K
Title: R is for Recycled Robot 
Medium: Digital Art: Mixed Media

Artist: Brinley
Grade: 1

Title: Snake in the Grass
Medium: Paper and Markers

Artist: Peyton
Grade: 2
Title: Recyclosaurus
Medium: Mixed Media

Artist: Jared
Grade: 4

Title: Vincent’s Sunflowers
Medium: Oil Pastel

Artist: Lilliana
Grade: 6
Title: Notan Design
Medium: Cut Paper
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May 2012
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1

CST Testing

2

CST Testing

3

CST Testing

4
CST Testing 
K-5 Dance Recital 
(New date)

5

6 7 8 9
Modesto Nuts 
Family Night-
Reading  

10

PBC Mtg 

11 12

13
Mother’s 
Day

14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22

Middle School 
Springfest

23 24 25

Middle School        
Assembly 12:30 
K-5 Life Skills        
Assembly 2:30 

26

27 28

No School 
Memorial 
Day 

29
8th Grade 
Promotion 
Ceremony      
6 pm - CVHS 
Gym

30 31
Last Day 
of School 
1:30 pm 
Dismissal 

Important Dates!!!  

Teacher Appreciation Week 

MS	Living	
History Night 
6:00pm

6th Grade Outdoor Ed 
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 = Recycle Mondays

 = Box Tops collected at the  
 beginning of each month 

 = Spirit Fridays, wear your  
 WCSAT gear and colors

Articles and/or Digital Photos from 
WCSAT families would be greatly ap-

preciated.

To place your ad or announcement in 
the Paw Print, complete and submit an 

application with payment. 

To get our application OR to send 
articles and/or digital images, please 

visit the WCSAT website at:      http://
wcs.ceres.k12.ca.us/WCSAT/.

ASES Program
Summer Update 

June 4th -29th

The ASES After School Program will be 
open during the month of June, directly 
following Academic Summer School.   

If your child is not currently registered 
for the ASES Program, please pick up a 
registration packet in the front office, 
complete and return no later than May 
18th.    

Summer School Info
June 4th-29th 

Current 1st-7th graders have been sent a 
flyer indicating eligibility to attend summer 
school.  Parent response is required no later 

than 5/11.   

Breakfast: 8:00 am
Class Time: 8:30 am-1:55 pm 

New School Volunteer Requirements 
for the 2012-2013 School Year!

If you plan to serve as a school volunteer for 10 or 
more hours during the 2012-2013 school year, new     

application requirements must be met.  

Volunteer applications and additional information are 
available in the Whitmore Charter School main office.

Questions ???

Contact Whitmore Charter School 

(209) 556-1610     

For sale 
in the           

Booster 
Office          
after 

school!


